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Frofessor  %.  Dibelius, 

Seminar  f Or  Englische  und  Kultur., 

Hamburg . 

Dear  Sir’: 

T  nave  been  waiting  for  somsi  tine  in  order  to  answer  tne  inauiry 
in  your  letter  of  April  lhtn  with  regard  to  tne  possibility  of  securing  a 
young  Canadian  graduate  wno  night  be  appointed  to  a  vacancy  in  your 
Institution*  T  have  I  an  glaa  to  say  found  one  wno  seens  to  possess  the 
Qualifications  that  you  reauire.  Mr.  A«.  ft.  Lower  will  graduate  next 
ironth  as  Bachelor  of  Arts  with  honours  in  History  and  English  Literature. 

He  is  reported  to  me  as  being  an  excellent  student  ana  nas  been  interested 
in  public  affairs,  so  that  I  should  regard  nin  as  an  exceptionally  well 
informed  young  Canadian. 

The  difficulty  that  occurs  to  ire  is  that  he  night  rot  be  ready  to 
enter  upon  his  auxies  before  the  fifteenth  of  October.,  as  he  has  promised 
to  take  charge  of  an  expedition  near  Hudson  Bay  for  tne  purpose  of 
investigating  for  tne  Don  inion  Government  the  fisheries  in  that  region. 

Mr.  Lower  informs  me  that  his  work  nay  be  ccn  plated  so  that  he  might  arrive 
in  Hamburg  on  the  first  of  October,  but  he  would  not  be  able  definitely  to 

promise  that  nor  will  he  able  to  receive  any  letter,,  as  he  will  be  the 
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summer  far  away  from  civilisation.  This  experience  of  his:,  however, 
combined  with  his  academic  work  should  ce  of  great  value  to  you  in  the  way 
of  helping  you  to  understand  the  resources  of  the  country. 


HAMBURG,  eterr  .April  18 
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Sir , 


I  should  be  much  obliged,  if  you  would  inform  me  whether 
it  would  be  possible  to  find  an  assistant  for  our  "Englisches 
Seminar”  from  among  the  graduates  of  the  University  of  Toronto. 

You  will  see  from  the  latest  edition  of  "Minerva”,  which  I 
trust  is  in  your  possession,  that  the  State  of  Hamburg  has  during 
the  19th  Century  founded  a  large  number  of  scientific  institut¬ 
ions,  covering  practically  the  whole  field  of  Medicine,  Science 
and  the  subjects  commonly  included  in  the  Faculty  of  Arts  with 
the  exclusion  hitherto  of  Classics.  A  committee  of  the  Hamburg 
Burgerschaft  is  at  present  discussing  a  plan  to  develop  these 
institutions  into  a  University  or  a  similar  organisation. 

One  of  our  scientific  institutes  is  the  Colonial  Institute, 
which  gives  instruction  in  Colonial  Science  to  young  German  mer¬ 
chants,  civil  servants,  army  officers,  doctors,  etc.,  who  in¬ 
tend  to  go  to  tbe  German  colonies.  All  oair  institutes  have 
further  undertaken  literary  and  scientific  research  on  a  large 
scale,  and  I,  as  the  head  of  the  "Englisches  Seminar"  (i.e. 
English  Department)  should  like  to  devote  more  time  and  work 
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Canadian  affairs.  I  have  already  a  certain  number  of  books 
dealing  with  Canada  in  my  Library,  but  should  like  to  add  a 
collection  of  books  dealing  with  the  English  Literature  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  which,  I  regret  to  say,  is  practically  unknown  in  Europe. 
The  time,  however,  seems  to  have  come,  when  European  nations 
can  no  longer  consider  a  country  like  Canada  only  from  the  co¬ 
lonial  and  political  point  of  view,  but  when  they  must  take  in¬ 
to  consideration  the  fact,  that  a  new  nation  is  arising  there 
with  a  civilisation  and  literature  of  marked  features,  which 
deserve  to  be  known  in  the  Old  World  much  better  than  they  are 
now.  I  should  like  to  have  a  young  Canadian  graduate,  who  must 
have  taken  his  degree  in  History  and  English  Literature  and 
have  a  special  knowledge  of  things  Canadian.  I  should  like  him 
to  help  me  first  in  procuring  the  necessary  books  relating  to 
Canada,  and  -  if  he  should  choose  to  prolong  his  stay  here,  - 
I  should  expect  him  to  work  at  a  dissertation  or  treatise  deal¬ 
ing  with  a  Canadian  subject. 

As  this  work,  however,  would  take  only  part  of  his  time, 

I  should  propose  to  put  him  in  charge  of  a  few  of  our  English 
classes  in  which  our  colonial  students  and  a  few  others  (in 
some  classes  beginners,  in  others  very  advanced  students)  are 
taught  English.  We  have  already  two  assistants,  who  do  teach¬ 
ing  of  this  kind,  and  furthermore  assist  me  in  doing  some  re¬ 
search  work  and  helping  me  in  the  administration  of  our  Library. 
In  order  to  be  a  competent  teacher,  the  assistant  would  have  to 
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speak  good  English,  free  from  any  marked  dialectal  peculiarities . 
Our  usual  salary  is  M  2400,-  a  year,  rising  by  annual  increments 


of  M  300,-  as  far  as  M  4800,-.  If  the  assistant  should  have 
filled  an  academic  post  before,  he  would  be  entitled  to  a  larger 
salary  from  the  beginning.  If  the  assistant  is  a  successful 
teacher,  at  least  5  -  400  M  would  come  to  him  from  fees.  The 


salary  is  the  usual  salary  for  a  young  man/Trom,  say  twenty -two 
to  twenty -six  years  in  Hamburg;  it  is  (even,  without  fees)  suf¬ 
ficient  for  an  unmarried  young  man  of  academic  standing.  The 
post,  however,  must  not  be  considered  as  a  situation  for  life, 
but  a  large  number  of  foreigners,  English,  French,  Spaniards, 
further  several  Japanese,  Chinese  and  Egyptians  have  availed 
themselves  of  this  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  Ger¬ 
many  arid  German  affairs 7 

A  vacancy  would  arise  on  October  1st,  but  it  may  be  that 
the  post  could  be  filled  earlier.  Of  course  I  expect  appli¬ 
cations  only  from  honours  graduates  or  the  nearest  equivalent 
to  this  in  your  University.  I  beg  to  send  along  with  this  let¬ 
ter  our  latest  syllabus  of  lectures,  in  which  you  will,  I  hope, 
find  all  necessary  information  about  our  Institute. 


I  am,  Sir, 


Yours  faithfully 


